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Freedom in Christ

Whether your family will be going out to watch a spectacular fireworks show or simply enjoying a backyard
barbecue this 4™ of July, you are in the ranks of countless other Americans celebrating our country’s
independence. When the Declaration of Independence was approved by Congress on July 4, 1776, America
became “the land of the free”. We still enjoy that freedom today because of the sacrifices of brave men and
women. For Jesus followers, freedom comes from being a disciple of Christ and the word “freedom” should
take on a new meaning for believers.

Most are familiar with Moses leading the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt to “let my people go”. Today it’s

- easy to explain what was happening to the people of Israel, they were being
held in slavery as captives in bondage. Well, many are living in what Billy
Graham called “spiritual slavery”, and the only way to be free is through

? @ w i. ‘g" i ¢ Christ. I want to encourage you today to not fall prey to the temptation to
ey O . g} trustinother things for our freedom from the tyranny of sin: status,
? =2 «,';Jiv Ay ‘i" . ® money, good works, associations, etc. True disciples of Christ should find
.‘ s ,.\?, : ):": 3.1 e 1 their freedom in Christ alone.
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p 4 ?’ ?’ 1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
" because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free
. — from the law of sin and death.” - Romans 8:1-2

Tom Genaler - Direclor of Development, RPU

Coming up....

e 7.18 - Father/Son Day Camp
,) POWER POINT
e 8.15 - Father/Daughter Day Camp

Independence Day vs Dependence Day * ?r(l)i - Springfield Iron Sharpens

Being a Marine and going through the process (boot camp) to earn .

that honor, is probably a major contributing factor to why I love the e 10.3 - Champaign Iron Sharpens
celebration we display as a country. The celebration that we broke Iron

free from the rule of Great Britain and became a free and

independent nation. As a Marine, you are taught the great cost of

freedom. All the wars and battles since our original Independence F F F
Day have been to protect our freedom and help others protect theirs. ;u 2T B
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As a Christian we are taught the great cost of our salvation, our 5
eternal freedom, was paid at the cross by Jesus. However, it’s not
our independence we celebrate, rather our dependence. John 15:5
tells us,... apart from Christ we can do nothing. It is our
DEPENDENCE on Christ we need to yield to, if we are going to
glorify God.
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